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evidence of the manner in which the craters were formed.
My material has proved to be a valuable contribution to the
study of such phenomena, but the technical side of it must
be left for Dr. Spencer1 himself to deal with. By examination
of the fragment of meteoritic iron already referred to, which
has been in the British Museum since its purchase from a
dealer in 1885, he has come to the tentative conclusion that
the two fragments are of so closely similar composition that
they may well have formed part of the same meteoritic mass.
And the probability of the older specimen having come from
the so-called Wabar of the Rubf al Khali is reinforced by its
curious, somewhat vague and suspect history.
In 1885 the Nejed Meteorite, as it is labelled, was offered to
and purchased by the Museum authorities. The vendor was
a dealer resident at Bushire, who supplied the information
that in the spring of 1863 some Arabs encamped in * Wadi
Bani Khalid' had actually seen the meteorite fall during a
thunderstorm and had subsequently picked it up or dug it out
of the ground. The vendor had actually received it, pre-
sumably for a consideration, from a man called Shaikh
Khalaf ibn 'Isa,2 who had apparently witnessed the fall. He
had given the above particulars and was still alive at
Hudaida in 1884.
Apart from the thunderstorm, which might have been an
accidental concomitant of the fall, there was nothing espec-
ially suspicious about this story. It did, however, arouse
suspicion in somewhat curious circumstances six or seven
years later. In 1892 another similar fragment of meteoritic
iron, and of approximately the same weight—the two were
respectively 131 and 137 Ib. and so considerably larger than
mine,—was offered for sale to the British Museum with rather
more detail of information regarding its discovery. Unfor-
tunately only the English translation of the accompanying
letter of explanation is extant, and certain possible emenda-
tions of the text have to be taken into account in considering
the matter. This fragment was also said to have been ob-
served as it fell during a thunderstorm in the previous year
(1308 a.h. = 1890-91 a.d.) inc Wadi Bani Khalid: It was then
1 See Appendix.     * Possibly a member of the ruling family of Bahrain.

